
Nation’s Favourite Poem - answers 

Each answer is the title of a poem from The Nation’s 
100 Favourite Poems determined by a 1995 BBC poll 

Each picture and sound - in part - provide a clue to 
part of a poem’s title 

(beware some clues lead to approximate  ‘sound-alikes’) 

(for the WithQuiz website version the ‘sound’ elements have been 
converted into verbal clues) 



1 Ozymandias  (by Percy Shelley – No. 30) 

Peter Mandelson 
(nicknamed ‘Mandy’ by journalists) 

Hans & Lotte Hass - makers of 
underwater natural history films 

(Black Sabbath song re-recorded in 2003 by father and daughter) 

Changes by Ozzy & Kelly Osbourne 



The Lady of Shalott  (by Alfred, Lord Tennyson – No. 2) 

Lady of(fi)cial 

2 

Post punk band The (The) 

(UK 2009 debut single and number one hit for singer with real first name 
Victoria) 

Mama Do (Uh Oh, Uh Oh) by Pixie Lott 



Not Waving But Drowning  (by Stevie Smith – No. 4) 3 

drowning in paperwork 

  

(1965 UK number one for Thomas Woodward) 

Its Not Unusual by Tom Jones 

a waving butt 



Ode to a Nightingale  (by John Keats – No. 9) 4 

a knight in Gail Platt 
(Coronation Street 
character) 

(Anthem adopted in 1972 by the Council of Europe) 

Ode to Joy by Beethoven 



The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock  (by T S Eliot – No. 26) 5 

Pru Leith 

(UK 1976 number one – lyrics are rebuttal of critics accusations of singer 
writing lightweight ballads) 

Silly Love Songs by Paul McCartney and Wings 

a jay Alfred 
Hitchcock 

a frock coat 



The Lake Isle of Innishfree  (by W B Yeats – No. 7) 

Jeremy Kyle 

6 

(F)innish flag 

(UK 1970 number 2 by group comprising:  
Paul Rodgers, Simon Kirke, Andy Fraser & Paul Kossoff) 

All Right Now by Free 

Lyrics from 
Lay, Lady, Lay 
by Bob Dylan 

--- ---- --- --- across my big brass bed 
--- ---- --- --- across my big brass bed 
Whatever colors you have in your mind 
I'll show them to you and you'll see them shine 



The Ballad of Reading Gaol  (by Oscar Wilde – No. 54) 7 

Jail on a 
Monopoly Board 

J G Ballard 

(UK 1968 number 3 about the view from a San Francisco houseboat – 
singer died in a plane crash shortly after recording it) 

Sittin’ on the Dock of the Bay by Otis Redding 



The Owl and The Pussy-Cat  (by Edward Lear – No. 45) 

Honor Blackman as Pussy Galore in 
Goldfinger 

8 

Howland Reed, 
character in Game of Thrones 

(UK 1970 number 8 hit about the singer’s US teenage model girlfriend Patti) 

My Lady D’Arbanville by Cat Stevens 



The Old Vicarage, Grantchester  (by Rupert Brooke – No. 61) 

the old vicar 

9 

Chester A Arthur 
(UK 1982 reggae number one from album Killer on the Rampage) 

I Don’t Wanna Dance by Eddy Grant 

21st US 
President 
1881-85 

Age UK logo 



If   (by Rudyard Kipling – No. 1) 

Château d’If 

10 

a yew tree (in French ‘if’) 

(The Sanctus from the Missa Luba) 

Theme from the film If 


